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Man and the Authority of the People, the only authority on which
Government has a right to exist in any country, the National Assembly
felt none of those mean passions which mark the character of impertinent
Governments, founding themselves on their own authority, or on the
.absurdity of hereditary succession. It is the faculty of the human mind
to become what it contemplates, and to act in unison with its object.

The conspiracy being thus dispersed, one of the first works of the
National Assembly, instead of vindictive proclamations, as has been the
case with other Governments, published a Declaration of the Rights of
Man, as the basis on which the new Constitution was to be built, and
which is here subjoined.

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF CITIZENS
BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF FRANCE
THE representatives of the people of France, formed into a National
Assembly, considering that ignorance, neglect, or contempt of human
rights, are the sole causes of public misfortunes and corruptions of Gov-
ernment, have resolved to set forth in a solemn declaration, these nat-
ural, imprescriptible, and inalienable rights; that this declaration being
constantly present to the minds of the members of the body social, they
may be ever kept attentive to their rights and their duties; that the acts
of the legislative and executive powers of Government, being capable of
being every moment compared Vith the end of political institutions, may
be more respected; and also, that the future claims of tine citizens, being
directed by simple and incontestable principles, may always tend to the
maintenance of the Constitution, and the general happiness.
For these reasons the National Assembly doth recognise and declare,
in the presence of the Supreme Being, and with the hope of his blessing
and favour, the following sacred rights of men and of citizens:
I.  Men are born, and always continue, free and equal in respect of
their rights. Civil distinctions, therefore, can be founded only on public
utility.
II.  The end of all political associations is the preservation of the
natural and imprescriptible rights of man; and these rights are Liberty,
Property, Security, and Resistance of Oppression.
III.  The Nation is essentially the source of all sovereignty; nor can
any individual, or any body of mea, be entitled to any authority which
is not expressly derived from it.